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Gorgeous Bushshrike by Adam Riley 

 
The provinces of KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga on South Africa’s eastern seaboard boast some 

of the country’s finest birding as well as exceptional mammal viewing. An impressive 750 plus 

species of bird occur in the region, reflecting the wonderful natural diversity of the area; and this, 

coupled with a modern infrastructure well suited to the needs of the modern traveller, makes 

birding and travelling here such a delight. From the classic African savanna of the world-renowned 

Kruger National Park and the teeming Zululand game reserves, to the endemic-rich mist-belt 

forests of the Natal Midlands, this tour of Eastern South Africa offers the very best of southern 

African birding and game viewing for the budget conscious traveller. 
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Johannesburg to Kruger National Park  

Days 2 to 4 Kruger National Park 

Day 5 Kruger NP to Wakkerstroom 

Day 6 Wakkerstroom 

Day 7 Wakkerstroom to Mkhuze Game Reserve 

Day 8 Mkhuze GR 

Day 9 Mkhuze GR to Eshowe 

Day 10 Eshowe to Howick via Dlinza Forest 

Day 11 Karkloof and Bulwer areas 

Day 12 Howick to Durban and depart 

 

TOUR ROUTE MAP 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Johannesburg to Kruger National 

Park. After a morning arrival at 

Johannesburg International Airport, we’ll 

transfer northwards to the world renowned 

Kruger National Park. En route to our 

destination in the park we will travel 

through a variety of interesting habitats, 

ranging from the stark highveld grasslands 

to the scenic drop through the northern 

Drakensberg into the lowveld. If time 

allows, we will make a few birding stops 

along the way before arriving in the Kruger 

National Park, where we will be based for 

the next 4 nights.  

 

Days 2 to 4: Kruger National Park. The Greater Kruger conservation area includes vast areas of 

adjacent Mozambique and is one of Africa’s most famous parks. We will explore the superb road 

system in an attempt to locate big game, including the legendary “Big 5” - Lion, African Elephant, 

Leopard, African Buffalo and Rhinoceros. Kruger will be our best opportunity to watch these 

spectacular animals in their natural habitat and some of them we may encounter in very large 

numbers and at very close quarters. Other highly sought-after animals we have a chance of finding 

are Cheetah, African Wild Dog, Hippopotamus and a myriad of antelope and other mammals 

including Giraffe, Plains Zebra, Common Wildebeest, Greater Kudu, Impala, Klipspringer, 

Bushbuck, Warthog, Chacma Baboon, Vervet and Dwarf Mongoose. 

 

The rich bushveld of the Kruger National Park will provide us with some of the most exciting and 

rewarding birding of the trip. Of special note here are species requiring vast areas of wilderness, 

namely Common Ostrich, Kori Bustard – the world’s heaviest flying bird, the incomparable 

Southern Ground Hornbill, Martial Eagle, Bateleur, Marabou and Saddle-billed Storks and up to 

five species of vulture. The park is particularly 

well known for its large variety of raptors, 

including those over-wintering from the 

Palaearctic, and we hope to find Lesser Spotted, 

Tawny and Wahlberg’s Eagles, Dark Chanting 

and Gabar Goshawks, Shikra and Lizard Buzzard. 

The bushveld biome is famous for its diversity of 

birdlife and included in this fantastic suite are 

Crested Francolin, Swainson’s and Natal 

Spurfowls, Brown-headed Parrot, Orange-breasted 

and Grey-headed Bushshrikes, Violet-backed 

Starling, rare African Finfoot, Red-crested 

Korhaan, White-crowned Lapwing, Southern Red-

billed, Southern Yellow-billed and African Grey 

Hornbills, Southern White-crowned and Magpie 

Shrikes and Red-billed and Yellow-billed 

Oxpeckers.  

 

On optional evening drives, we might find a 

Leopard by Markus Lilje 

Southern Ground Hornbill by Meg Taylor 
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Eastern Nicator by Gareth Robbins 

variety of nocturnal birds including African Scops, Southern White-faced and Verreaux’s Eagle 

Owls, Square-tailed and Fiery-necked Nightjars and Water and Spotted Thick-knees, while 

nocturnal mammals include Common and Central African Large-spotted Genets, African Civet, 

Serval and, if we are very lucky, we may even find the peculiar-looking Aardvark! 

 

Day 5: Kruger National Park to 

Wakkerstroom.  We will leave early this 

morning, bidding farewell to the splendours 

of Kruger. We then move inland, into the 

Highveld, to the country village of 

Wakkerstroom for a two-night stay.  This 

quaint village is surrounded by pristine 

upland grasslands rich in endemic birds, 

many of which are currently threatened by 

the ongoing destruction of their grassland 

habitat.  

 

We will arrive in time to spend the late 

afternoon birding the highly productive 

Wakkerstroom marsh at the edge of town. 

This is a haven for waterbirds and offers the 

chance for a number of uncommon or 

localised species. Purple Heron, South African Shelduck, Cape Shoveler, African Swamphen, South 

African Cliff Swallow, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Lesser Swamp Warbler and Cape Weaver are all 

regular; and, with luck, we may find African Snipe and the elusive African Rail. 

 

Day 6: Wakkerstroom Area.  Driving along the network of dirt roads radiating out from 

Wakkerstroom, we will explore the grasslands, rocky outcrops and gorges of this unique area in 

search of Southern Bald Ibis, Blue Crane – South Africa’s national bird, endemic Blue Korhaan as 

well as White-bellied Bustard (considered by some authorities to be a separate species – Barrow’s 

Korhaan), Ground Woodpecker, the rare and localised Botha’s and Rudd’s Larks (the latter 

considered one of the world’s most endangered larks), 

Pink-billed and the recently split Eastern Long-billed 

Larks, Mountain Wheatear, Sentinel Rock Thrush, 

African Rock and Yellow-breasted Pipits, Pied 

Starling, Yellow-crowned Bishop, the tricky 

Quailfinch and Cape Canary. Red-winged Francolin is 

fairly common in the moist grasslands and we may 

find coveys feeding at the roadside or sunning 

themselves at dawn. 

 

Some of the farms in the area around Wakkerstroom 

support populations of the peculiar Black Wildebeest 

(also known by its less-used English name of White-

tailed Gnu) and Blesbok, while smaller mammals 

occurring in the grasslands include Yellow Mongoose 

and the rare Cape Fox. One of the other interesting 

denizens of these grasslands is the curious Suricate, or 

Meerkat, immortalised in Walt Disney’s ‘Lion King’. 

We have a good chance of finding family groups of 

Blue Crane by Adam Riley 
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these unusual animals.  

 

Day 7: Wakkerstroom to Mkuze.  After some final 

early morning birding in Wakkerstroom we will drive 

south to Mkuze, an area in northern KwaZulu-Natal 

that is home to a host of exciting specials and a 

handful of endemics. We will arrive in the mid to late 

afternoon for a two-night stay. 

 

The Mkuze area is one of the most productive birding 

hotspots in southern Africa and, with its wide variety 

of savanna, forest and wetland habitats, we can expect 

an excellent diversity of bird and mammal species in 

our days here. While we will take time to appreciate 

the overwhelming number of birds, we will mainly 

concentrate on finding the localised specials, and these 

include Eastern Nicator, Bearded Scrub Robin, 

Gorgeous Bushshrike and the stunning Pink-throated 

Twinspot. More widespread but none-the-less 

spectacular species that we will look for are Black-

bellied Bustard, with its strange, “cork-popping” 

display, the nomadic Senegal Lapwing and the 

beautiful Narina Trogon. 

 

Day 8: Mkuze area.  We will spend the whole day 

exploring the wonders of the area, searching the great diversity of habitats. One of the more exciting 

habitats for us here is sand forest, a rare and localized dry forest habitat severely threatened by 

development. This is home to Neergaard’s Sunbird, Rudd’s Apalis, Crested Guineafowl and the 

strange African Broadbill. We will also be on the lookout for the diminutive Suni, South Africa’s 

smallest antelope.  

 

The ephemeral wetlands in the area can be very productive after good rains, and depending on the 

local conditions we may opt for some time at one of these ‘pans’ where we will search for Black 

Heron, Lesser Jacana, African Pygmy Goose and White-backed Duck. While in Mkuze we will be 

sure to enjoy some ‘bushveld’ birding – an 

excellent habitat for raptors and mixed 

feeding flocks – and here we will be ever 

vigilant for the huge Crowned and Martial 

Eagles, tiny Little Sparrowhawk, Grey 

Penduline Tit, Bushveld Pipit, White-fronted 

and Little Bee-eaters, White-crested 

Helmetshrike, Grey-headed and Orange-

breasted Bushshrikes, and Purple-banded 

and Marico Sunbirds. 

 

An optional nightdrive tonight could yield a 

variety of owls, nightjars and small 

mammals such as Thick-tailed Greater 

Galago and White-tailed Mongoose. 

 

Narina Trogon by Wayne Jones 

Rudd’s Apalis by Gareth Robbins 
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Day 9: Mkuze to Eshowe.  We will have an 

early start this morning to make the most of 

our final time in Mkuze. Mkuze is not only 

an excellent birding area, but also 

showcases a number of exciting mammal 

species; and, with a bit of luck, we may 

encounter African Elephant, Hippopotamus, 

African Wild Dog, White Rhinoceros, 

Cheetah and a number of different antelope 

species. Mkuze also provides great 

opportunities to observe the critically 

endangered Black Rhinoceros and an 

encounter with one of these large 

pachyderms is certainly a highlight of any 

trip. In the afternoon we depart this 

wonderful reserve and head south to 

Eshowe for an overnight stay. 

  

Day 10: Eshowe to Howick via Dlinza Forest.  Today begins with an early morning exploration of 

Dlinza Forest. This beautiful forest reserve supports an avifauna combining both coastal and 

mistbelt species and here we will search for African Goshawk, the rare Eastern Bronze-naped 

Pigeon, Narina Trogon, raucous Purple-crested Turaco, Crowned and noisy Trumpeter Hornbills, 

Cape Batis, Chorister Robin-Chat, Grey Cuckooshrike and the highly endangered Spotted Ground 

Thrush. We may even be fortunate enough to watch the diminutive Blue Duiker roaming the forest 

floor in search of fallen fruit and leaves. Journeying south and then inland, we will arrive at our 

accommodations near the town of Howick in the late afternoon. 

 

Day 11: Karkloof and Bulwer areas.  We commence our birding this morning in the Karkloof, a 

range of forested hills near the town of Howick, home to a number of uncommon and local birds 

restricted to Afro-montane forests. We will be searching for southern African endemics such as 

Forest Buzzard, Knysna Turaco, the elusive Bush Blackcap – one of South Africa’s most sought-

after endemics – the difficult Barratt’s Warbler, Olive Bushshrike, delightful little Swee Waxbill 

and Forest Canary, as well as many more widespread yet no less spectacular birds such as African 

Olive Pigeon, Olive Woodpecker, the uncommon Orange Ground Thrush, White-starred Robin and 

Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler. 

 

Further up the Karkloof range we visit a 

pristine area of upland grassland where 

Grey Crowned and Blue Cranes and, if we 

are very lucky, Wattled Crane can 

sometimes be found. Black-winged 

Lapwing and Cape Longclaw also occur 

here, but the star bird is undoubtedly the 

striking Buff-streaked Chat, an endemic 

wheatear that is breathtaking both in 

appearance and song. Mammal possibilities 

include Mountain Reedbuck and the sleek 

Oribi antelope. 

 

Next we will head towards the Richmond 

Knysna Turaco by Gareth Robbins 

Bush Blackcap by Adam Riley 
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area and pass through the dramatic Umkomaas River valley before arriving at a wonderfully lush 

patch of Mistbelt forest in the late afternoon. Here we will listen for the high pitched screech of the 

highly endangered Cape Parrot, and attempt to locate flocks of these birds as they make their way 

into the forest to roost. 

 

Day 12: Howick to Durban.  Today we depart for Durban International Airport where the tour will 

conclude. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for 

this tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

 Breakfasts only in Wakkerstroom and Eshowe; 

 All lodgings; 

 Ground transportation; 

 Reserve entrance fees; and 

 All guiding services (including local guides and a Rockjumper tour leader). 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 ANY flights; 

 Visa fees; 

 Breakfasts in Kruger, Mkuze and Howick, as well as all lunches and dinners; 

 Any drinks; 

 Any gratuities; 

 Telephone calls; and 

 Laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: 

The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 

RBT cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the 

single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a 

rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold (South African Rand), and the 

actual cost in the other currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange 

rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to 

approximate flight and single supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed 

currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated 

Rockjumper leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware 

that we will attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/south-africa-budget-eastern-ii-2018
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Tipping:  

Tipping (drivers, lodge and restaurant staff, local guides and your Rockjumper guide) is NOT 

included on this Rockjumper tour. Therefore, if you feel that your Rockjumper leader and/or any 

local staff or guides have given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them.  

 

Special Notes 

 We will visit a variety of restaurants, when these are available, for breakfasts that are not 

included, as well as for lunches and dinners; however, on a few occasions you may be 

required to self-cater for meals. On these days we will go to supermarkets en route to our 

lodgings where you will be able to purchase food provisions. 

 Much of our time is spent in vehicles, as we do have to cover long distances in order to get 

to the best areas for birds and animals. The more luggage you pack the less room there is in 

the vehicle, so it is important for the comfort of yourself and your fellow travellers that you 

do not over-pack. Kindly stick to 20kg (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kg (+-18lb) for 

hand luggage.  

 Exiting the vehicle is prohibited in all areas and parks that contain dangerous animals.  

 Crime is problematic in certain areas of South Africa. Exercise caution as you would for any 

big city where crime exists. Do not unnecessarily flaunt cash and valuables and do not leave 

valuables exposed in the vehicle. 

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY international airfares. The tour will depart from OR Tambo 

International Airport, Johannesburg on day 1 no later than 09:00; kindly arrive in advance of this 

time on this day or arrive the day before. The tour will conclude by 12 noon at King Shaka 

International Airport, Durban on day 12.  

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival 

and departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour 

has been officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like 

assistance in this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

O.R. Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg (IATA: JNB) is the main port of entry for 

international flights in South Africa and is well serviced by all of the world’s major airlines. King 

Shaka International Airport, Durban (IATA: DUR) is the main port of departure for this tour. We 

have the capacity to advise you on the best route according to your preferences, but your local travel 

agent will best be able to book these flights for you. We can, however, book the domestic flight 

from Durban to Cape Town. If you would like further assistance kindly contact the Rockjumper 

office, and we will happily help you plan your route. However, please DO NOT book your 

international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the 

status of the tour. 

 
Rockjumper Birding Tours 

Worldwide Birding Adventures 

PO Box 13972, Cascades, 3202, South Africa 

Tel:  +27 33 394 0225 

Fax: +27 88 033 394 0225 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com  

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
www.rockjumperbirding.com

